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Tyranny and Flattery: Shakespeare's King Henry IV vs President Trump
Henry IV was the king of England and also the lord of Ireland from 1399 to 1413. On the other hand, Donald Trump is the current president of America. Tyranny is an oppressive type of government ruling that is spearheaded by an autocracy which is governed by single vesting of power. On the other hand, flattery is the insincere and excessive praise that is given to leaders to ingratiate withy the subjects they are ruling. In Henry IV & President Donald J. Trump, we see the dangers of tyranny and flattery, but King Henry in the end is known to be a great king. However, the main question is whether the same will be said for President Donald Trump or this will prove to be a falling of the great wall of the United States. This paper will focus on aspects of tyranny and flattery as evident in King Henry IV and President Trump, the overall implications and evaluate whether the use of tyranny and flattery by President Trump is likely to make him a successful leader like King Henry IV or lead to his ultimate failure.
The administration of rule and order can be used to compare both Henry IV and President Donald Trump. According to Weth (8), one aspect that can be used to explain the nature of the administration of rule and order is the military. In the play, it is evident that King Henry admires Hotspur’s courage on the battlefield and also the arrest of noble prisoners. This is still done despite the fact that Hotspur is insubordinate of denying the king’s right to the captives. In addition, there are traces of bribery since the prisoners who fetched hefty ransoms were released. Again, King Henry IV was victorious during the battle of Shrewsbury, “quenching the flame of bold rebellion” (McAlindon 3). Further, the play shows that some leaders who are at the forefront of spearheading violence are arrested and brutally treated because their rebellions are anti-climactic. This is a very core aspect of tyranny but it is ironical that the same leads to the success of the king. The same aspects of strict and tyrannical leadership are evident in the case of Trump and this can be evaluated to describe his overall success or the ultimate failure. 
It is apparent that President Donald Trump is known for concentrating on a powerful structured military. His military is based on departments that are responsible in handling both internal and external threats. In reference to rebellions, President Trump orders the military to arrest their leaders who are later charged or fined. In other words, President Trump also aims at seeking victory in countries that rebel such as Syria, Pakistan among others. 
However, the treatment of prisoners is different compared to the era of Henry IV. During the leadership of Henry IV, prisoners were released after they gave out hefty ransoms that acted as bribes (McAlindon, 5). Those who did not have enough to bribe the military were treated brutally. On the other hand, President Trump’s leadership is structured in a way that prisoners are not released based on the ransoms they give. This is probably because the United States is a nation known for strict and adherence of law. Therefore, there is no chance of prisoners being released out of corruption acts. Based on this argument, it is worth to state that President Trump will be a great king in the end as Henry IV was. As evident in most cases, successful leaders focus on the strict adherence to the rule of law and justice for all which is evident in President Trump despite the fact that his leadership is often questioned and criticized by many professionals and other national leaders.
Language and communication is also another area that can be used to argue on the political leadership between Henry IV and president Trump. The freedom of speech is seen as a powerful tool that can result to rebellions and disunity among the citizens of a nation. On the same note, the choice of language defines the type of a leader since the public requires a commanding leader. As hinted in the play, Hal’s capacity regarding the acquisition of language defines him as a man who has all it takes to rule. On the other hand, Hotspur is described as “a leader who lacks disdain for foreign speech and rhetorical control” (Shakespeare 10). In addition, language is a tool that features in both tyranny and flattery because leaders use this to manipulate and deceit people they ought to govern (Hartman 959).
 In this regards, Henry IV uses a language that is meant to manipulate people to continue supporting his leadership. This is also shown also by his servants who also support his tyranny and flattery. On the other hand, President Trump’s use of language and communication among his subjects also raises a lot of questions. Based on his current leadership strategies, it can be concluded that he is not sensitive of the diverse cultures which are accommodated by the Americans. America is a home of immigrants who come from many countries globally. Therefore, it is recommended that a language that is geared to uniting all citizens is used. President Trump’s leadership has elements of tyranny since he has conditioned the United States of America as a country with vested powers from one leader. This means that the will of people is ignored hence being forced to embrace his rules. 
Again, President Trump’s language and communication have occasionally fueled hatred and to some extent violence the American citizens. This is because of his evident negligence in regards to other cultures within the United States and also immigrants. Therefore, this has continued to raise questions over his rhetorical control and the ability to handle foreign speech. From a personal standpoint, it can be asserted that his language depicts power, charisma, command and strong leadership. In most cases, his words lead to critical success and people listen to him and this is a clear prove that President Trump has a very high probability of succeeding in his leadership just like king Henry IV.
Again, the issue of honor and recognition is a bone of contention between President Trump and Henry IV. Henry IV insists that honor is attributed to the courage in battlefields. Further, Henry IV’s leadership is based on tyranny and flattery since he continues mistreating his subjects. He embraces the term of “Honorable spoil” which had several meanings to him (Shakespeare 5). According to Custer (8), the prisoners are seen as high ranking nobles since they are likely to bring hefty ransoms. On the other hand, president Trump’s leadership is characterized by elements of tyranny because of his belief in capital punishment and torture in regards to capital offences. This strictness is likely to spearhead the American nation to better place and hence, it is worth noting that president Trump will succeed in majority of his operations.
As evident, President Trump has occasionally advocated for the use of capital punishment in the United States. In regards to torture, President Trump has put it clear that torture absolutely works in an attempt to derive information from criminals. His famous quote, “I would bring back a hell of a lot worse than waterboarding”, shows the position that he holds in regards of the treatment of oppressors. However, his authority has been questioned based on the contradicting statements formed by political analysts’ and other leaders. 
In comparison with Henry IV, policies and ideologies are also areas that can be used to explain the tyranny and flattery between Henry IV and President Trump.  According to Custer (23), the leadership of Henry IV is governed by flattery since and tyranny since he has certain policies and ideologies on handling violence. It can be asserted that Henry IV fights violence with violence and he does not consult his close subjects like prince Hal and Hotspur. Moreover, Henry accommodates the policy of having proper preparation before going to war since he has the desire to conquer his enemies. This can be explained by the quote that, “Our house, my sovereign liege, little deserves, the scourge of greatness to be used on it, and that same greatness too with our own hands have holp to make so portly” (Shakespeare 17). 
In other words, Henry IV is concerned about his sovereignty because he wishes to live a legacy and also greatness. On the other hand, president Trump is known for his strict policies and ideologies concerning leadership. Some of the policies result from questions on how to treat immigrants, Muslim’s and also terrorists. As a result, this has contributed to people calling the United States a nation that has deep roots of dictatorship. Those who work close to President Trump as his advisors continue to propel these policies and ideologies over the American people.Again, the political advisors continue to advocate for flattery since they are not willing to voice out their views (Lin 17).Hence, the policies and ideologies continue to raise the question on the direction that President Trump’s leadership is headed to.
The issue of conservatism between the Henry IV and president Trump is also fundamental in analyzing how we see the dangers of tyranny and flattery. As presented in the play, Henry IV embraces conservatism ideas since he is not willing to restructure his leadership and also relationship with his rest of subjects. He continues to exploit his subjects and even labels women as threats to the masculine gender. According to McAlindon, (26), this is direct gender discrimination since men are treated as nobles while the position of women is violated. For that reason, he continues embracing conservatism even though he clearly sees the effects of his actions since people are not united. 
Moreover, Henry IV is also not willing to leave the throne as it is a norm after his ruling direction has come to an end. Therefore, this is evident that his leadership had elements of tyranny and flattery that were speared by his conservatism ideas.On the other hand, president Trump is also known for being very conservatism. He has even been awarded with both moderate and hardcore conservatisms titles. In addition, the acts of racism, paranoia and authoritarianism are all deeply rooted in the current American leadership since they are echoed by president Trump. For example, president Trump did not invent the birther theory but be exploited it as a way to build his support among his fellow conservatives. 
 It is evident that we can see the dangers of tyranny and flattery through his stand in the control of guns. In is campaign in 2015, he asserted that the availability of more guns in schools and also in the public places could have stopped the mass shootings such as the California and Umpqua community college. For that reason, Trump neglected to take another stand regarding gun control. However, this is subject to causing a tyrannical government since violence was triggered. Despite us seeing the dangers of tyranny and flattery through president Trump, time will determine whether he will be a great king like Henry IV or not. 
Again, the issue of the violation of democracy is very critical in analyzing the mode of tyranny and flattery between Henry IV and president Trump. Henry IV does not respect the rule of law among the subjects that he rules. In addition, he does not people the chance to express their ideas regarding the political, economic and social aspects. In other words, Henry IV is a dictator since he directly violates his subjects. He is more concentrated on establishing an honor after he engages in wars and rebellions. Part 1 of the play begins with Henry praising Hotspur as the very embodiment honor (Shakespeare 34). This shows that he is more into the honor of his leadership era rather than concentering on how to rule with democracy. As a result, the individuals who support him in the government continue to trigger the elements of tyranny since they also contribute in oppressing the public.
 On the other hand, president Trump does not directly show caution of the democracy that governs the citizens of the United States. This is because of the constitution of the United States strictly advocates for respect of the rule of law no matter the position that one is. However, president Trump violates the economic and also the social freedom among the citizens of the United States. First, Trump has implemented sanctions and trade barriers that have greatly affected the citizens negatively. Young and local producers are affected since their rights to access markets are violated. In addition, president Trump has banned some commodities from being exported and imported in the United States (Furstenberg 465). 
This continues to affect the citizens since many depend on trading activities. As a result, poverty and heavy dependence are increasedin the country. For that reason, a tyrannical government based on the economic aspects is caused. Moreover, the travel ban has also been upheld by president Trump since Muslims and immigrants are limited to travelling in the country. This has continued to violate the citizens of America since their freedom of movement from one place to another is limited. These bans are spearheaded by Trump with very involvement of the cabinet, people’s polls and also the media. The cabinet that serves with him continues to practice flattery in order to maintain their positions.
 Again, President Trump is known of being rude and arrogant towards those defying from his political stands and his cabinet. For that reason, this has made his assistants to opt not to voice out for the purpose of their jobs. Therefore, this has propelled the elements of tyranny gradually since the freedom of movement is limited to some cultures based on their beliefs and ideologies. In reference to King to the political era of Henry IV from the beginning to the end, this brings the great debate whether president Trump will be a great leader after the completion of his serving time. 
Through reading the play, it is clearly evident that King Henry IV does not embrace a government that incorporates advisers who are meant to offer guidance concerning his leadership. The play only mentions few characters that are submissive in everything that their king says. In addition, they all propose ways that can be used to lure more prisoners in order to accumulate more hefty ransoms. This shows the ignorance that characterizes them and at the same time revealing that they do not understand their roles as leaders. As such, this results to a government that has deep roots of tyranny and flattery since excessive power is used in the expense of peace in the country.
The courage depicted by Donald Trump extends his flattery and this was also evident with the king. The play states “What think you, coz,of this young Percy's pride?, the prisoners, which he in this adventure hath surprised” and this is a clear mark of the strong leadership aspects of Henry IV(Shakespeare 90).Since Trump is embracing the same aspects, he is likely to succeed in his leadership in a  great deal.
People are continued to be oppressed and also suffer as result of the tyranny and flattery. On the other hand, president Trump makes use of analysis’s and advisors who he rarely consults in his presidential duties (Hartman, 960). Again, he is known for his liberal mind and a leader who does what he thinks is right both for him and the country. For example, President Trump went ahead and signed the bill that limited free movement of Muslims into the United States of America. He did not consult the cabinet as it is a norm a bill should be unanimously agreed before being passed into a law. Again, Trump rejected to sign the bill that would have allowed immigrants from other countries have freedom to travel in the country and out whenever they want. For that reason, this shows that his government has traces of tyranny since people are oppressed based on their culture and color. 
Voting is also another bone of contention that can be to explain elements of tyranny and flattery in the governments of the two leaders. Voting is a right that should be unconditionally granted to citizens. In reference to King Henry IV, voting was an activity that was not fully embraced since citizens were not given a chance to choose their leader. Again, the mode of leadership was a monarchial kind which didn’t allow people to participate in the voting process (Shakespeare 45). For that reason, this made the king to continue oppressing his subjects since questioning was rare.  
As evident, this aspect fuelled a tyrannical government that was characterized of violation of peoples’ rights and freedom. On the other hand, president Trump is slowly violating the voting rights act. For example, one court found that North Carolina State targeted African-American voters who had surgical precession. As a result, a democrat was elected. This is evident that the voting rights are being violated which results to a tyrannical mode of government. It is satirical that the king embraced tyranny in leadership but succeeded but for Trump, an analysis of his ultimate achievements will be core in judging his success or failure.
Having looked at the ideologies and policies, violation of democracy, language and communication, the rule of order, honor and recognition, the issue of democracy, conservatism and the incorporation of advisers in the government clearly shows elements of tyranny and flattery. King Henry IV initial stage was governed by tyranny and flattery since he oppressed his subjects and he was more concerned with rebellions that encouraging peace-building activities. At last, King Henry IV emerged as a great leader. 
On the other hand, President Trump leadership has been governed by gradual changes of tyranny and flattery since he concentrates more on self-accumulation of power. For that reason, President Trump is likely to become a leader as king Henry IV was. It is however worth noting that many people continue to question the leadership style of president Trump due to the purported tyranny, dictatorship and flattery. Some of his actions can be justified while others are under strict scrutiny and the only way of determining his fate is through an evaluation of the ultimate success that he will achieve at the end of his term.
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